
A
dvo

cacy
A

t a practical level, BO
N

ELA
 endeavors to provide a

platform
 and a conducive environm

ent to air and address
hum

an rights and H
IV

/A
ID

S issues through w
orkshops,

sem
inars and public debates. Previous debates that w

e
have organized have been on Em

ploym
ent and H

IV
/A

ID
S,

R
outine H

IV
 Testing, and D

iscrim
ination and A

ccess to
H

ealth C
are in relation to lesbian, gay, bisexual and

transgendered people.  A
t the policy and legislative level,

B
O

N
ELA

 advocates for law
s and policies relating to

H
IV

/A
ID

S to create a just environm
ent in w

hich the
rights and best interests of people infected and affected
by H

IV
/A

ID
S are considered. BO

N
ELA

 also provides the
secretariat for the N

ational A
ID

S C
ouncil Sector on

Ethics, Law
 and H

um
an R

ights and actively assists w
ith

legislative review
 of all law

s and policies regarding H
IV

and A
ID

S. BO
N

ELA
 has provided an initial draft bill on

H
IV

/A
ID

S and em
ploym

ent w
hich w

ill hopefully inform
a national policy resulting in appropriate legislation.

C
o

m
m

unity Invo
lvem

ent
BO

N
ELA

 supports several organizations including the
Law

yer’s Taskforce on H
IV

/A
ID

S and LeG
aBiBo. W

e are
m

em
bers o

f the D
istrict M

ultisecto
al H

IV
/A

ID
S

C
om

m
ittee and also sit on the C

om
m

unity A
dvisory

Board of the H
IV

  Vaccine Trials and the C
om

m
unity

Education Board for the T
sepo Study.

R
egio

nal A
ffiliates

BO
N

ELA
 acts as a focal point in Botsw

ana for the A
ID

S
and R

ights A
lliance for Southern A

frica (A
R

A
SA

) w
hose

regional offices are in W
indhoek, N

am
ibia.  A

R
A

SA
 w

as
established in 2002 at a regional m

eeting held in N
am

ibia
by organizations that deal w

ith H
IV

/A
ID

S and hum
an

rights in the Southern A
frican D

evelopm
ent C

om
m

unity
(SA

D
C

) region.

B
o

nela P
ublicatio

ns
• O

ur quarterly new
sletter the B

O
N

ELA
 G

uardian

• C
hallenging H

IV-R
elated D

iscrim
ination: Protection for

Em
ployees in the W

orkplace booklet.

• H
IV

/A
ID

S and the W
orld of W

ork booklet prepared by
M

onica Tabengw
a

• A
 report on a sem

inar held in O
ctober 2002 entitled

Justice, R
eason and H

ope in the H
IV

 Epidem
ic in

Botsw
ana.

• A
 report on R

outine and C
om

pulsory Testing for H
IV.

Sem
inar held in Septem

ber 2003.

• A
 report on a w

orkshop held in M
ay 2002 entitled

E
m

p
lo

ym
en

t, 
H

IV
/A

ID
S 

an
d

 
H

u
m

an
 

R
igh

ts.

C
o

ntact
P

lo
t 50662, M

edical M
ew

s
Fairgro

und, G
abo

ro
ne

P.O
. B

ox 402958
G

abo
ro

ne, B
o

tsw
ana

Tel: (+267) 393 2516
Fax: (+267) 393 2517

E
m

ail: B
o

nela@
bo

tsnet.bw
W

ebsite: http://w
w

w
.bo

nela.bo
tsnet.co.bw

/



M
issio

n S
tatem

ent
B

O
N

ELA
’s m

ission is to create an enabling and just
environm

ent for those infected and affected by H
IV

/A
ID

S
through integrating an ethical, legal and hum

an rights
dim

ension into the national response to H
IV

/A
ID

S,
facilitating education and conscientisation of society and
advocating for policy form

ulation and legislative reform
s.

In so
 do

ing w
e strive to

 pro
m

o
te transparency,

d
estigm

atisatio
n

, 
an

d
 

resp
ect 

fo
r 

h
u

m
an

ity.

G
o

al
To

 ensure that hum
an rights, legal and ethical

considerations constitute the foundation of any response
to the H

IV
 epidem

ic in Botsw
ana.

B
rief H

isto
ry

BO
N

ELA
 w

as form
ally registered under the Societies

A
ct in early 2002 and is governed by an Executive

C
om

m
ittee.  T

he organisation has grow
n significantly

since then, em
ploying 7 full-tim

e em
ployees and actively

raising funds to fulfil its m
andate in Botsw

ana. BO
N

ELA
is a netw

o
rk o

f co
ncerned individuals, gro

ups and
organisations interested in protecting and prom

oting the
rights of people infected w

ith and affected by H
IV

/A
ID

S.
M

em
bers include individuals from

 the legal com
m

unity,
com

m
unity-based organisations, public and private sectors,

academ
ics, concerned individuals and people living w

ith
H

IV
/A

ID
S. If you are interested in joining this expanding

netw
ork please contact us. (C

ontact details at the back
of the leaflet)

T
h

e
 

B
o

t
s

w
a

n
a

 
N

e
t

w
o

r
k

 
o

n
 

E
t

h
i

c
s

,
 

L
a

w
 

a
n

d
 

H
I

V
/

A
I

D
S

C
ap

acity B
u

ild
in

g, E
d

u
catio

n
 &

 T
rain

in
g

W
o

rksho
ps

BO
N

ELA
 facilitates w

orkshops across the country to
educate the general public on issues of hum

an rights
w

ithin the context of H
IV

/A
ID

S. O
ur new

est endeavour
is to raise aw

areness am
ongst stakeholders nationally,

and building the capacity of health care w
orkers and a

variety of com
m

unity groups, enabling them
 to adopt an

ethical, legal and hum
an rights approach to their response

to H
IV

/A
ID

S. Som
e key topics covered are H

IV
 &

 the
W

o
rkp

lace
, 

H
IV

 
Testin

g 
an

d
 

C
o

n
fid

en
tiality.

M
edia C

am
paign

O
ur cam

paign aim
s to raise aw

areness on key hum
an

rights and H
IV

/A
ID

S them
es. T

hrough posters, pam
phlets,

a quarterly new
sletter and other m

edium
s of m

ass
com

m
unication, w

e hope to help reduce stigm
a and

discrim
ination surrounding H

IV
/A

ID
S. By the end of 2005

w
e hope to have produced 6 posters under the them

e
“K

now
 Your Status K

now
 Your R

ights” 3 of w
hich w

ill
be translated into Setsw

ana.

O
u

tre
a

c
h

 
a

n
d

 
L

e
g

a
l 

A
ssista

n
c

e
BO

N
ELA

 has a fledgling legal aid project that facilitates
the provision of legal services to people experiencing
discrim

ination on the basis of H
IV

/A
ID

S in various
contexts. W

orking w
ith a local private law

 firm
, w

e have
m

anaged to successfully litigate and m
ediate cases. W

e
then docum

ent such cases to raise aw
areness and establish

precedent in the area of H
IV

/A
ID

S and hum
an rights, all

of w
hich feeds into our advocacy w

ork.

R
esearch

BO
N

ELA
 undertakes action-oriented research on them

es
relating to hum

an rights and H
IV

 in Botsw
ana w

ith the
goal of increasing aw

areness and lobbying for change.
T

his research includes: the developm
ent of training

m
aterials, interview

s, focus groups, data collection and
literature review

s, the publication of docum
ents on topical

them
es, representation on com

m
ittees and advisory

groups and contributing to dom
estic and international

conferences and publications. O
ur m

ost recent research
initiatives include the developm

ent of training m
aterials

for health professionals on ethics, law
 and hum

an rights
in the context of paediatric H

IV
 care in cooperation w

ith
the B

o
tsw

ana B
aylo

r C
hildren C

linical C
entre o

f
Excellence, and the developm

ent of w
orkshop m

aterials
on gender, hum

an rights and H
IV.

BO
N

ELA
’s research has been published internationally

in the C
anadian H

IV
/A

ID
S Legal R

eview
, H

arvard’s H
ealth

and H
um

an R
ights Journal am

ong other publications.
O

ur research w
ill also contribute to legal and policy

review
 and com

m
entary for exam

ple: the BO
C

O
N

G
O

C
om

plim
entary R

eport on the C
onvention on the R

ights
of the C

hild, and the proposed D
om

estic V
iolence Bill.

BO
N

ELA
’s m

ost com
prehensive research project has

been the developm
ent of a fourteen m

odule resource
and training m

anual covering a w
ide range of topics

ranging from
 C

onfidentiality, to W
om

en, H
IV

/A
ID

S and
H

um
an R

ights, to W
ills and Inheritance.


